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REMARKS 

I. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS: 

Claims 1-12, 14, 28 and 29 are currently pending. Claims 15-27 have been 
withdrawn from consideration. Claim 13 was canceled. 

By this Amendment, claims 1, 7 and 14 has been amended. No new matter is 
believed to have been added by these changes. Upon entry of this amendment, claims 1-12, 14, 
28 and 29 would be pending. 

II. CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 U.S.C. 102 AND 103; 

Claims 1-3 7-9, 13, 14, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Soshi (U.S. Patent No. 5,400,1 10). Claims 4-6 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Soshi in view of Takahashi (U.S. Patent No. 
7,009,641 B2). 

Claim 1, as amended, is directed to an image sensing apparatus having a memory 
which stores a database maintaining statistical infomiation, prepared in advance, representing the 
frequency of a plurality of past photographing operations in which each photographing operation 
involves an operation of at least an object distance and object brightness, the frequency being a 
function of a nimiber of occurrences of an object distance and object brightness over the plurality 
of past photographing operations; an acquisition device which acquires an object brightness 
value on the basis of image information sensed by an image sensing device; and a control device 
which refers to the database stored in said memory to select an object distance having the highest 
photographing frequency among object distances corresponding to the object brightness value 
acquired by said acquisition 
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Soshi is silent as to a database maintaining the particular type of statistical 

information, as claimed. Further, Soshi does not acquire an object brightness value and then 

reference a database, such as claimed, to select an object distance having the highest 

photographing frequency among object distances corresponding to the acquired object brightness 

value. 

Accordingly, claim 1 and its dependent claims are believed to be distinguishable 
over the cited references for at least these reasons. For similar reasons, claims 7 and 14 and their 
dependent claims are beUeved to be distinguishable over the cited references. 
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CONCLUSION 



Based on the foregoing amendments and remarks, the Applicant respectfully 



requests entry and consideration of this amendment and allowance of this application. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 



be required for consideration of this Amendment to Deposit Account No. 13-4500, Order No. 



Correspondence Address : 

Address Associated With Customer Number: 

27123 

(202) 857-7887 Telephone 
(202) 857-7929 Facsimile 



AUTHORIZATION 



1232-5173 . 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: May 22. 2008 
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